
Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 4 October, 2011
Between 7.30pm and 9.45pm at The Cottage, Otterburn

MINUTES

Present
John Hartshorne – Chair 
Val Corbett – Vice Chair

Ron Holden
Sarah Robson

Harry Scott

In Attendance
Martin Chilvers - Clerk Gary Satchwell

Absent
Clive Emerson

1. Apologies for absence
Apologies were received and AGREED for Clive Emerson due to work commitments.

6g.  Cllr Holden retirement and cooption of additional member
The Chair reported that with sadness he had accepted the resignation of Cllr Holden. The Chair spoke of 
the great service Cllr Holden had given to the Parish Council over the years and his ongoing willingness to 
assist where possible within the Parish. As a small token of appreciation to the number of years service 
provided by Cllr Holden he was presented with a bottle of wine.

The Chair then reported that after some searching he was very pleased to advise that Gary Satchwell had 
agreed to accept a position on the Otterburn Parish Council. The Chair proposed the Cooption of Gary 
and this was seconded by the Vice-Chair. 

2. Minutes of the previous meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting, having been circulated, were accepted as a true record and signed by 
the Vice-Chair.

3. Matters arising
a) Item 3:  Otterburn Festival – Future events:   The Clerk reported he had spoken to Wesley Turnbull who had 
been busy speaking to various local businesses about supporting the Festival going forward and had been 
receiving favourable responses. He had also spoken to Northumberland National Park and was confident 
he would receive support from them also. Apparently the National Park provided locally marquee’s that 
should be available for use by Otterburn Festival. Additionally Mr Turnbull advised he had spoken to the 
Head at Otterburn School who were keen to be involved.

The Clerk reported that he had received a letter from Mr Turnbull and that he would be posting this on the 
notice boards in the village advertising the Festival and seeking any volunteers.

b) item 4a: Conveyance of two gifts of land to the Parish Council – Update: The Clerk’s Report was received and 
AGREED.

c) item 3d: Otterburn Hall footpaths: The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED. The Clerk reported he 
had spoken to John McErlane at NCC. He advised that they had not received any correspondence from 
Angel Group solicitors. John advised he would investigate the matter and the possibility of proceeding with 
the Modification Order if no response from the solicitors.

d) item 3d: Funding for Children’s play area: The Clerk reported he had heard from NCC and received 
clarification of what is included for play area funding. Many of the developments had planning permission 
pre March 2006 and hence not eligible. There are two developments currently subject to the funding, the 
barn next to the Vicarage and Todlaw House at Rochester. The Clerk advised he had been told there is 
approximately £3,400 available in the fund presently.
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e) item 7a: Employment of maintenance person for ‘odd’ jobs within Parish: It was AGREED the Clerk would 
contact the Parish Council insurers to check the insurance position hiring a Maintenance person. A variety 
of jobs were identified and it was agreed to advertise via Hexham Courant and put posters up in Border 
Reiver, Percy Arms and George Jennings. An hourly rate of £8.00 was agreed.

f) item 7e: Otterburn Footpath Trail – overgrown footpath: Chair reported the trail had been cleared of 
undergrowth. He mentioned that there were cows with calves in the field alongside the Sports Centre. The 
Chair further reported that a number of people had contacted him to say they were not comfortable 
walking on the trail through the field with cows. It was AGREED the Clerk would investigate the position 
and what can be done.

g) item 7e: Millennium Green – maintenance and social event: Cllr Holden advised he would continue, for the time 
being, the maintenance of the Millennium Green. He advised two trees required attention and the hedge 
needs layering. It was AGREED the Clerk would order four pieces of wood to replace damage parts of the 
picnic tables.

h) item 7f: Local Transport Plan (LTP) Programme 2012-13: It was highlighted by the Chair that a footpath 
would be created at the junction to the Mill opposite Carter Cottages within the next few months after 
agreement from the original developer to build this. 

The Chair also reported a separate matter. There had been a recent frightening near miss between a car and 
pedestrian. A schoolchild crossing the main road after being dropped off by school bus, between Memorial 
Hall and Percy Arms, was narrowly missed by a car.

The need for a crossing to improve pedestrian safety was discussed and it was AGREED the Clerk would 
highlight the need for the crossing to various authorities.

4. Finance
a) Clerk’s salary and expenses for September, 2011: The Clerk’s claim for salary and expenses for September 
2011 was AGREED.

b) Payment to HMRC of Parish Clerk income tax: The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED.

c) Payment of an invoice to Chris Mowatt: Payment of invoice for £75.00 (three cuts of grass at Willow Green) 
was AGREED. 

d) Budgets – Finance review and forecast: The Chair led the discussion on expected cost going forward. 
Employment of a maintenance person, repairs to the Millennium Green and Children’s play area as well as 
costs associated with grass cutting and snow clearance were identified. It was estimated the annual costs of 
these would be approximately £1,500

It was highlighted that a precept of currently £5,000 would not be sufficient to cover these additional costs.

Discussion turned to the regular donations made by the Parish Council. It was AGREED if requested 
donations would be reduced, for the time being. This would mean Church donation reduced from £200 to 
£150, Memorial Hall from £750 to £500, Great North Air Ambulance £200 to £100. There had been no 
requests from the Sports Centre, CAB or School Breakfast Club for over one financial year. 

It was recognised there were other factors that would need to be considered including services the NCC 
will and will not be providing next financial year. However based on agreement among Cllrs it was 
proposed the Precept would need to rise to £5,500.

e) Reimbursement of payment for ink cartridge: The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED.

f) Donation request from John’s Church: It was AGREED to donate £150 to St John’s Church

g) Payment of Cuthbertsons fees for the conveyance of ‘The Green’ Willow Green: It was AGREED to pay the invoice 
of £514.40 and request deeds of ‘The Green’, Willow Green to be sent to the Clerk as soon as possible.
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5. Planning
a) 11/01664/FIL: Construction of new portal framed agricultural barn Gironsfield, Tower Lane, Otterburn,  
Northumberland: The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED.

6. New business
a) Responsibility for local services from April 2012: The Chair highlighted the importance of the ‘local services’ 
report recently received from NCC. It was AGREED the Cllrs would study the report in more detail 
before the Clerk would return to NCC with any comments / questions in the next couple of weeks.

b) ‘The Green’, Willow Green – future use: It was AGREED ‘The Green’ would be cut one further time in 
October. It was also AGREED there would be no shrubs planted this autumn however the Clerk was 
asked to investigate how to possibly gain Village Green status for the land.

c) Plans to keep footpaths clear of snow in the village: Key footpaths were identified that should be cleared of any 
snow allowing residents to move about the village during the winter. These included Dennis Lane, Brierley 
Gardens and the footpath along main road to Border Reiver. It was AGREED the Clerk would investigate 
to determine cost of local contacts to clear pavements of snow. The Clerk was also asked to check whether 
NCC can clear the school car park of any snow.

d) Maintenance of Children’s play area – swing seats: With reference to the Clerk’s Report it was AGREED the 
Clerk should order the two replacement swing seats.

e) Otterburn Trail – footpath through field by Sports Centre: The matter was raised and minuted in item 3f.

f) Memorial Hall – showing films: Cllr Scott advised that the matter of a licence to show films is still ongoing 
but that the Memorial Hall committee are confident of resolving soon and be able to show films. 

8. Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council

9. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.00pm 
on Tuesday, 1 November, 2011 at Otterburn Memorial Hall. 
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